


A F.A.N.C.Y. WELCOME!

Team F.A.N.C.Y. would like to welcome 
you to the 9th Annual 2019 Focused

With Love,
Tinesia Conwright, Executive Director & TEAM FANCY!

And Naturally Confident Youth Teen Girls 
Expo! We are excited to have you join us 
and we’re looking forward to a fun-filled 
day of celebrating the excellence of girls 
within our local community! 

Research shows that girls from 
marginalized communities face higher 
disparities in educational attainment, 
economic security, and health & safety. In 
addition, girls of color face persistent 
opportunity gaps and structural barriers 
that disproportionately inhibit their ability 
to forge a positive and successful path in 
life academically, professionally, and 
personally. 

Our goal is to increase the educational 
attainment, economic security, and health

& safety of girls of color from marginalized 
communities so they can lead successful 
personal, professional, and academic lives. 
We bridge the gap in order for teen girls to 
be understood and supported as assets to 
their families and communities. These 
girls are the next generation of leaders and 
the future drivers of our economy. Our 
message is simply to encourage them to 
believe in themselves and their abilities, 
despite where they live and the challenges 
they face. 

F.A.N.C.Y. is for the girls who DREAM BIG 
and WORK HARD to make sure all their 
dreams become goals, and their goals 
become reality. Those who are bold 
enough to set out on a path of success and 
conquer every obstacle put before them on 
their road to becoming the person they 
were meant to be.



JOIN THE F.A.N.C.Y. MOVEMENT!

W We invite you to be a part of our 
innovative way of making a

WWW.DETOUREMPOWERS.ORG
( 6 1 9 ) 7 5 0 - 1 1 8 0

difference through helping our Focused 
And Naturally Confident Youth! We are 
currently seeking partnerships with 
individuals, businesses, and nonprofit 
organizations for our F.A.N.C.Y. Teen Girls 
Expo and Leadership Programs.

Located in Southeastern San Diego, an area 
lagging behind San Diego County averages 
in income, education, and workforce 
participation, Depositing Empowerment 
Through Outreach and Urban Redevelop-
ment (DETOUR), is a prevention and 
intervention mentoring program whom 
has served over 1,000 girls since 2011, 
encouraging them to rise above these 
statistics, graduate from high school, and 
go to college. We prepare girls with the

social skills, leadership development, 
resiliency, and confidence to advance in 
education and employment. 

Our mission is to increase access to 
education and employment opportunities 
for girls of color through our Focused And 
Naturally Confident Youth (FANCY) 
programs (Expo, Leadership Academy, 
Ambassador Interns, Scholarship) and 
Juvenile Court and Community Schools
Mentor Program.

Our vision is to increase equity and 
inclusion for teen girls of color in higher 
education and priority-sector employment. 
According to surveys, girls in our programs 
strengthen confidence and leadership 
skills, develop a positive attitude, stay 
focused on school, and maintain good 
grades. 



SPONSORS

We would like to thank the following sponsors for financially supporting 
our F.A.N.C.Y. Teen Girls Programs!

Mrs. Deborah Ann & Mr. Walker Bowie
Ms. Bevolan Kinsler
Mr. Brian Perry

New Assurance Baptist Church
Pamela Gutierrez

EMPOWER ($2,500+)

UPLIFT ($1,000)INSPIRE ($2,000)

ENCOURAGE ($500)

FANCY FRIENDS
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DETOUR EMPOWERS’

I t is my honor to welcome you to 
DETOUR Empowers’ 9th Annual

F.A.N.C.Y. (Focused And Naturally 
Confident Youth) Teen Girls Expo. This 
event is a wonderful opportunity to 
celebrate the magic inside of our young 
ladies. These ladies work hard throughout 
the year to excel academically while also 
empowering and encouraging each other 
to grow.

I am truly grateful for the nurturing 
environment DETOUR Empowers provides 
for our young ladies to grow into powerful

women. It is essential to equip our young 
people with the tools for success so they 
can use those tools to build a better 
tomorrow. As you enjoy today’s luncheon, 
think of ways that you can give back. 
Whether you’re F.A.N.C.Y. teen or mentor, 
the time is now to get involved.

On behalf of the Fourth Council District, I 
would like to congratulate DETOUR 
Empowers, its board and supporters, on 
this remarkable occasion. Set no limits on 
your brilliance. Be brave, be bold, and be 
fancy.

9th Annual Focused And Naturally Confident Youth
F.A.N.C.Y. Teen Girls Expo
April 27, 2019

Warm Regards,

Councilmember Monica Montgomery 
City of San Diego, District 4



ANNUAL F.A.N.C.Y. EXPO

As Senate President pro Tempore, it is 
my pleasure to welcome you to the

9th  Annual F.A.N.C.Y. Teen Girls Expo. 
Focused And Naturally Confident Youth 
(F.A.N.C.Y.) is a youth development 
program of Depositing Empowerment 
Through Outreach & Urban Redevelopment 
(DETOUR), a nonprofit organization 
founded by Tinesia Conwright of 
Southeastern San Diego. 

The F.A.N.C.Y. Teen Girls Expo is a special 
event to celebrate and recognize teen girls 
who are making a difference through their 
exceptional performance in school, art and 
community service.

Thank you to the organizers and volun-
teers who have made this event possible. 
Your leadership and dedication is truly 
commendable. I also extend a special 
congratulations to this year’s scholarship 
awardees.

To the DETOUR team, my best wishes for 
another successful event this year! 

9th ANNUAL 
F.A.N.C.Y. TEEN GIRLS Expo
April 27, 2019

Warmly,

TONI G. ATKINS
Senate President pro Tempore 
39th District

STANDING COMMITTEE 
SENATE RULES CHAIR

205 SACRAMENTO, CA 95814
TEL (916) 651 - 4039
FAX (916) 651 - 4939

STATE CAPITOL ROOM 

1350 FRONT STREET, SUITE 4061
SAN DIEGO, CA 92101
TEL (619) 645 - 3133
FAX (619) 645 - 3144

DISTRICT OFFICE

WEBSITE
SENATOR.ATKINS@SENATE.CA.GOV
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FANCY FLOW!

ACTIVITY

WORKSHOP #1
10:00 - 10:25

WORKSHOP #2
10:30 - 10:55

WORKSHOP #3
11:00 - 11:25

WORKSHOP #4
11:30 - 11:55

Registration & Breakfast
Ice Breakers, Dance, & Challenges

F.A.N.C.Y. Welcome
Fit4Drums

Hip-Hop Cardio (Debra Portee)
Scholarship Presentation

Workshops #1 - #4 (See Below)

Lunch

TIMEFRAME

9:00am

10:00am – 12:00pm

12:00pm – 2:00pm

Elementary K-2 510 Everyday Sheros

(Veronica 

Gonzalez & Gabriela 

Kovats Sánchez)

Sylvan Learning 
Center

Super Hero Training
(Darielle Blevins)

Resource & STEAM Fair

Entertainment

Elementary 3-5 511 Solar Turbines

Hands-On 
Technology (503)

Managing 
Your Emotions

Project AWARE – 
Adriana & Felicity

(Library)

Adulting
SDSU SAAS

(Auditorium)

Healthy Selfie
Izzybeth Rodriguez

Kirthana Tangirala (501)

Sylvan Learning 
Center From The 

Streets 2 
The Suites

Asha Jones

(Auditorium)

Black HerStory

Lisa Covington

(Auditorium)

Middle School 503/501

High School
Auditorium Library

Your Success Is Inevitable
Jzov, Maya, and Aliaya

Empowering You 
By Finding 

Balance
Danielle Tyson 
&Tanitia Burks

Employer Mixer 
Taryell 

Simmons
College 201

College 101
Pamela Payton

Gratitude vs. 
Shame Language

Narayani 
Peesapati-Banuelos 

e-Cigarettes: Fueling 
The Next Generation 

of Addicts
Rosalina 

Herrera-Small

Sexting & 
Online Predator

Lisa Ringel
Parents 204

FANCY Girls      Carjanae Evans      Aiyana Freeman
Queen Sneakers      Team Breezy



UPLIFT | MOTIVATE | INSPIRE

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

Dear Supporters

Provided job opportunities for program 
alumni who work for the organization, 
have graduated or are attending college, 
and continue to give back to their 
community
Launched the DETOUR Mentor Program 
for teen girls in Juvenile Hall
Continued working with close to 50 teen 
girls in our FANCY Teen Girls Leadership 
Academy programs
Hosted our 2nd Annual FANCY Teen Girls 
Awards Ceremony, honoring 10 teen girls 
making a difference in our community
Hosted our free 8th Annual FANCY Teen 
Girls Expo, serving 400 teen girls, parents, 
and community members 
10 girls served as DETOUR Ambassadors 
and worked to plan the expo through paid 
internships
Since 2016, 100% of girls have been 
accepted into 4-year universities (11) and 
over half are studying in STEAM fields 

•

•

•

Our seniors received scholarships from 
Jackie Robinson YMCA, Ford Salute to 
Education, Lamplighters Scholarship, Dell 
Foundation, Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority 
Inc., California Black Legislative Caucus, 
and Central San Diego Black Chamber of 
Commerce
$500 DETOUR Scholarships awarded to 
three seniors: Brittany Jasper (Morse High 
School), Sydney Kelly (Eastlake High 
School), and Karlesha Van Holten (Lincoln 
High School), who are all attending four 
-year universities this fall
• Brittany-UCLA
• Karlesha-UCLA
• Sydney-Florida A&M University
Brittany Jasper recognized by City 
Council President Myrtle Cole as a “Walls 
of Excellence” recipient

2018 WAS A FANTASTIC YEAR! WITH YOUR HELP, LOOK AT WHAT WE ACCOMPLISH

What does it mean to uplift. motivate. and inspire 
girls in your community? At DETOUR, it means 
giving them an opportunity to come together. 
learn from each other. and grow into the amazing 
women you and I know they can be. Its more than 
helping them build their self-esteem, its opening 
their futures to new possibilities and supporting 
them as they achieve their dreams. 





F.A.N.C.Y. FACILITATORS

I am Adrianna Boutte; 24 year old mother and a 
lived experience mentor in my community. I was 
introduced to Project Aware about 8 years ago at 
the age of 16 after my last visit to juvenile hall. 
Before that point, I'd been in and out of juvenile 
hall since the age of 12. I was also a known gang 
member and was shot at the age of 15. Upon 
being introduced to Project Aware, I was still very 
much engulfed in the gang lifestyle with gang 
culture being the norm in my community. I had 
not been introduced, or even thought of, different 
coping mechanisms that would help me deal 
with the sadness and anger I felt inside by 
someone who was just like me until meeting 
Reginald Washington. I had met other positive 
people throughout my life, but this encounter 
was different. For the first time, I met someone 
who came from and overcame the same 
struggles I or someone close to me was facing. I 
had used those experiences to encourage others 
to do something different, something better. The 
seed was planted way back. I knew I wanted to 
dedicate my life to providing hope and 
encouragement to others who were, and are, 
walking similar paths to the road I had already 
traveled. I received my certificate from Alliant 
University about a year ago and have been 
involved in outreach in my community and 
facilitating groups ever since. This is only the 
beginning for me; there are many youth that can 
be reached by my testimony. I love what I do and 
who God made me to be. I believe there is always 
a purpose to our pain!

Adrianna Boutte

Hey I’m Aiyana Freeman, a 21 year old black woman 
born and raised right here in Southeast San Diego. I 
am a 4th year Business Management major with a 
minor in Cultural Competency at San Diego State 
University. During my time at SDSU I have become a 
part of multiple organizations. I became the public 
relations chair, the vice president, and now the current 
President of the Student African American Sisterhood. 
In addition, I am the Team Manager for Afrique Dance, 
the first African dance team at SDSU. I have been 
doing poetry since I was a little girl, but never started 
performing in front of an audience until 2017 when I 
did my first public piece. I am in the process of 
becoming a self-published author of my first poetry 
book that will be published by September 2019. I am an 
active member of Bayview Baptist Church and have 
served for over 10 years. I am passionate about 
supporting black women in the community, helping to 
better ourselves and grow in our health and wellness 
and being creative in how we express our emotions.

Aiyana Freeman

Aliaya White is a third year at UCSD majoring in 
Ethnic Studies and minoring in International Studies. 
She likes to define herself as a free spirited, confident, 
and strong person. Living a happy and fulfilled life is 
the most important thing to her because too often 
happiness is not prioritized. She spends most of her 
time traveling the world learning about different 
cultures and different languages. She is most 
interested in inspiring young black folks to travel and 
push themselves out of their comfort zones.  Being a 
young black woman herself, she thinks it's important 
for us to realize our worth and value. We have so much 
to offer, not only to ourselves but to our communities 
and to the world. She is interested in the intersections 
between art and academics and imagines herself 
bridging a gap between both of those methods of 
learning later in life.



Danielle Tyson 

F.A.N.C.Y. FACILITATORS

Danielle Tyson is from Charleston SC where she 
attended college at Coastal Carolina University 
and graduated with a bachelor’s of science in 
Public Health. While at CCU she was involved 
with various internships in public health and 
health education, such as The Women’s Resource 
Center where she served as a peer educator to 
students on campus and linked them to health 
services. She was a research assistant and went 
on to publish research in the American Journal 
of Health Studies. Danielle also provided health 
education and linked individuals in marginalized 
communities to HIV care services. Danielle 
believes in giving youth the tools empower 
themselves. Danielle’s favorite topics to teach are 
reproductive health, sexual identity and 
anatomy.

Tati is a radio personality on San Diego’s Hip Hop 
and R&B station, Jamn 95.7. She started her radio

career in her hometown of Honolulu, Hawaii and 
it has since taken her coast to coast from San 
Diego to Washington D.C. and back to San Diego! 
She is most proud of her 3 kids, DJ, Arie and 
Lincoln and credits her amazing husband for 
supporting her career. Tune in to Jamn 95.7, 
Frankie and Tati, Weekdays 6 am-10 am, as she 
gives you What’s Trending and Tati’s Two Cents. 

Tati

Ashá S. Jones is currently the Special Assistant 
to the Vice President for Student Affairs at San 
Diego State University.   Ashá received her 
Master of Business Administration, with an 
emphasis in Marketing, from the University of 
Phoenix, Ogden, Utah, and a Bachelor of Arts in 
Communication from Weber State University, 
Ogden, Utah. As an Upward Bound and 
first-generation college student, Ashá is 
interested in developing diversity, cultural, 
academic and career programming. with unique 
opportunities to work and associate with an 
array of diverse populations.
She is always full of great ideas and endless 
energy.  Her personal motto is “From the streets 
to the suites.”  You will hear her say this 
repeatedly to the students and people she serves 
within the workplace and community.  You may 
wonder why she says this.  Well here is the 
answer, “As a first-generation college student 
who came from the streets, my education has 
been able to take me the suites of life.  Whether 
that has been in the classroom, workplace, or 
community

Asha Jones



F.A.N.C.Y. FACILITATORS

My name is Felicity Torbert; born in Santa 
Monica, CA and raised in Southeast San Diego. I 
was 15 years old when I joined Project Aware, 
while having experienced and being involved in 
gang and drug violence. At this time in my life, I 
was very illiterate to my own emotions. When 
my mentor reached out to me, he began to give 
me the tools I needed that made me into the 
person I am today. I became more conscious of 
my feelings and made it possible to express how 
I felt knowing that no one else had the power to 
tell me otherwise. Now at the age of 19, I have 
gained a generous amount of communication 
skills. This was an aid in changing my outlook 
on, not just how I would view myself but my 
community as well. I have developed a passion 
for telling my story, knowing that it could help 
future youth or maybe even prevent some of the 
things I endured. I want to continue to be a 
community mentor and facilitator by reaching 
out to at-risk youth and being a listening ear, 
providing support, and having empathy for their 
personal stories.

Felicity Torbet

Jzov Stith is a third year student at UC San Diego 
majoring in Political Science, minoring in 
African American Studies and conducting 
research within the Education Studies Depart-
ment that addresses the criminalization of Black 
girls in U.S schools. In addition to being a 
scholar, Jzov is a poet and spoken word artist 
currently working on her first poetry book set to 
be released next Summer. Jzov is passionate 
about education, human connection, poetry, and 
dismantling the school-to-prison pipeline. Jzov 
defines herself as a creative visionary who is 
focused on living her best life through traveling 
the world, writing, meeting new people, and 
conquering her fears. Jzov is enthusiastic about 
improving awareness of the powerful intersec-
tion of art, education, conversation, and nature in 
the development of self awareness and self love. 
Jzov believes that the beauty of being human is 
that we are all reflections of each other and she 
hopes that by living in her truth and surrender-
ing to her purpose she will inspire others to step 
into their purpose without fear!

Jzov Stith 



Narayani

Narayani has been working as a personal 
development expert since 2010 and helping 
women establish their businesses since 2012. She 
specializes in helping heart centered and global 
minded women discover their passions, and 
teaching them to share those passions with their 
communities. She takes great pride in the 
progress and success of her clients, and looks 
forward to helping you embrace your inner hero.

Darielle Blevins

F.A.N.C.Y. FACILITATORS

Darielle was born and raised in San Diego and 
loves spending time with her sister, three 
brothers and extended family. Darielle is a 
current doctoral student in Education at San 
Diego State University as well as a Research 
Associate for the Community College Equity 
Assessment Lab (CCEAL).  Her current focus is 
on the educational experiences of African 
American women and girls from preschool to 
college. 
Darielle found that she loved working with 
children and families during her senior year of 
high school when she worked after school at her 
mom’s preschool. She then followed her passion 
by pursuing her bachelor’s degree in Child 
Development from Point Loma Nazarene 
University. During this time she worked as a 
preschool teacher. She then earned her Masters 
in Education with an emphasis in Multicultural 
Community Counseling and Social Justice 
Education. Darielle has spent the last ten years 
working in early childhood classrooms and 
providing consultation for early childhood 
education programs. She worked as a Behavioral 
Health Specialist where she provided behavioral 
support for families of children who were 
identified as targets of suspensions and 
expulsions. With all her experience and 
education she will one day open a school with 
culturally relevant and emotion focused 
philosophies. 

Izzybeth Rodriguez, MPH grew up in Southeastern 
San Diego and National City. After High School 
she attended San Diego City College where she 
received her associates in Liberal Arts and 
transferred to San Diego State University (SDSU) 
to complete her Bachelor’s degree in Health 
Science.  During her time at SDSU she worked 
closely with young people, improving access to 
reproductive health services for teens in the 
South Bay and Southeastern regions of San Diego 
County. As a result, she pursued a Masters of 
Public Health and now works in improving 
maternal, child, and adolescent health throughout 
the county and also works in violence prevention.   

Izzybeth Rodriguez



Tanitia Burks has been working in the fields of 
public health and social services for over 10 
years. She completed both her undergraduate 
and post-graduate degrees at San Diego State 
University. Tanitia’s background is primarily in 
adolescent health with experience in HIV 
services and mental health services. Her 
educational background is in trauma and mental 
health, therefore her scope of work primarily 
focuses on integrating trauma-informed care 
practices. She currently works as a Program 
Supervisor in the Health Promotion Department 
at San Ysidro Health.

Tanitia Burks

F.A.N.C.Y. FACILITATORS

Kirthana Tangirala, MPH moved to San Diego 
after growing up and completing her education 
in Toronto, Canada.  She attended the University 
of Toronto and graduated with a Bachelor’s 
degree in Science, with a double major in 
Psychology and English.  Her passion for Public 
Health grew after she successfully implemented 
a health camp in a rural part of India and 
provided health screenings for
children who have never been seen by medical 
professionals. As a result, she pursued a Masters 
of Public Health and continued to work on 
various public health initiatives including 
improving education on cancer screenings, and 
improving access to prenatal services for Best 
Start programs.  
She currently works on maternal, child, and 
adolescent health initiatives in San Diego County 
as a Health Information Specialist.

Taryell Simmons is a Workforce Development 
Specialist with SAGE business and education. 
Sage currently works for many school districts, 
colleges, and adult education consortia to help

Kirthana Tangirala

Taryell Simmons

build, grow, or stabilize educational programs 
specializing in career education and adult 
education programs.

Taryell Simmons is on a mission to help young 
people find their passion and peruse their 
purpose. Taryell believes that successful careers 
come from being connected to one's strengths, 
abilities, skills, and passion. This is why he has 
dedicated his career to exposing people to 
opportunities that will help them figure out paths 
to combine their talents with a career they love. 
Taryell is a RISE Urban Leadership Institute 
graduate.



F.A.N.C.Y. FACILITATORS

A transplant of the Pacific Northwest, Rosalina 
moved to San Diego in 2008, after attending 
Eastern Oregon University. There, she studied 
both Psychology and Integrated Studies with 
concentrations in Spanish and Sociology. In 
2009, Rosa was selected to serve in the 
AmeriCorps Community Collaborative Corps 
through Escondido Education COMPACT, a local 
youth-serving non-profit organization. During 
her AmeriCorps service term, she was placed at 
Twin Oaks High School in San Marcos, where she 
co-taught a Life Skills class to juniors and 
seniors. She later transitioned into her role as the 
Medical Assistant Internship Coordinator, and 
finally, her favorite roll as Community Service 
Program Specialist where she developed and 
facilitated the Summer Leadership Academy for 
high school youth, as well as a service-learning 
club for five Escondido middle schools. Upon 
leaving COMPACT in 2011, she transitioned into 
her role as Community Services Program 
Assistant at the San Diego County Office of 
Education, serving all 42 school districts within 
the county. Creating opportunities for service 
learning projects, facilitating girls' groups at 
various K-12 schools, juvenile detention facilities, 
and residence halls for youth affected by 
homelessness and commercial sexual exploita-
tion. 

In her current role as a Youth Development 
Program Assistant, at the San Diego County 
Office of Education, Rosalina works to to 
empower youth in making healthy lifestyle 
choices, as well as creating positive community 
change via environmental, alcohol, tobacco, and 
other drug (ATOD) prevention. Focused on youth 
development, Rosalina strives to spread 
awareness and education on the harmful effects 

Rosalina Herrera-Small

Maya Miller is a student studying computer 
science at UCSD and a fashion influencer on 
Instagram. She is extremely passionate about 
fashion + technology and how they intersect in 
the world! She’s originally from Chicago, Illinois 
but went to high school in the Bay Area. Her 
experiences of living in the Bay Area, a place 
dominated by technology, not only had a huge 
impact on her pursuing a career in software 
engineering, but also her desire to create diverse 
and accessible technologies for the empower-
ment of Black people and women around the 
world. She is grateful for her internship 
experiences at top technology companies, such 
as Google and Youtube, which opened her eyes to 
the incredible impact and necessity of Black 
female software engineers in our fast paced 
world! Additionally, her growing social media 
following is very exciting because she can 
directly impact the lives of her audience through 
her personality and personal style. Her ultimate 
goal is to inspire & empower women to be their 
true selves and increase diversity in both fashion 
and technology!

of ATOD on the developing brains of young 
adults to anyone who will give her the time to do 
so. She is a strong believer of the phrase, "when 
you know better, you can do better".  

Rosalina has continuously served as a mentor in 
various programs since 2009, and truly enjoys 
volunteering regularly. In her free time, she 
enjoys hiking, reading, dancing, and taking in all 
the amazing views San Diego has to offer with 
her husband. 

Maya Miller 



Lisa Ringel is a Word Processing Operator for the 
San Diego Police Department currently assigned 
to the Internet Crimes Against Children Task 
Force (ICAC). Lisa's tenure with the San Diego 
Police Department began in 2007 as a Police 
Dispatcher, moving to the Teletype Division in 
2008 as a Police Records Clerk, and then 
transferring to her current assignment at the 
Internet Crimes Against Children Task Force in 
2010 where she manages the administrative 
duties, downloads, researches, and prepares 
cases for assignment to ICAC detectives.  At 
ICAC, Lisa is also responsible for the collection of 
statistical information from the numerous ICAC 
affiliates in San Diego, Riverside, and Imperial 
Counties including preparing the reports to the 
State and Federal Government for the Grant 
Funding. Lisa began giving Internet Safety 
Presentations to schools, parents, and communi-
ty groups.  She has presented to over 165 schools 
and more than 15,000 attendees.  

Lisa Ringel

F.A.N.C.Y. FACILITATORS

Pamela Gray Payton is the Assistant Vice 
President of University Communications at the 
University of San Diego. Gray Payton is 
responsible for media relations, marketing, 
community and government relations, and 
digital communications. She is also USD’s chief 
spokesperson and responsible for issues 
management, crisis planning and 
communications. 

An active member of the campus community 
with a sincere commitment to the success of 
African-American students, Gray Payton is the 
co-founder of USD’s Black Student Retention and 
Recognition Committee which served as a 
catalyst for USD’s new Black Student Resource 
Center. Deeply committed to the San Diego 
community, Gray Payton serves as President of 
the San Diego Chapter of Jack and Jill of 
America, Inc.; Vice Chair, Board of Directors, RISE 
San Diego; and Secretary, Board of Directors, Kim 
Center for Social Balance.  She is also a very 
proud member of the San Diego Graduate 
Chapter of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc., 
Epsilon Xi Omega. She is a member of the Public 
Relations Society of America, San Diego Chapter; 
and the San Diego Press Club. A former Girl 
Scouts San Diego-Imperial Council board 
member, Gray Payton continues to serve as a 
troop leader. 

Gray Payton received her bachelor’s degree in 
Communications from the University of 
California, San Diego, and a master’s degree in 
Executive Leadership from the University of San 
Diego. 

She is married and has three children, Brittany, 
Brandyn and Briajah. 

Pamela Payton



F.A.N.C.Y. FACILITATORS

The Student African American 
Sisterhood 

The Student African American Sisterhood (SAAS) is an organization at SDSU that prides itself in 
supporting and uplifting women especially those of minority decent. We strive to create unity among 
young women and encourage their growth as individuals while collectively as a sisterhood. SAAS 
provides a platform for academic advancement, community outreach, professional development, and 
leadership. Additionally, their purpose is to cultivate, develop and enhance our members through 
strengthening their leadership skills and providing services to the surrounding community. Our 
foundation is based on 5 gems that make up the Crown of Sisterhood which include commitment, 
accountability, service, empowerment, and development. Each gem is a representation of an 
individual’s advancement and showcases how they carry themselves. We hold weekly meetings on our 
campus to bring our community together, as well as, checking in on our fellow sisters. Our 
organization has grown tremendously over the years and we continue to be a resource. We wear our 
crowns proudly and we encourage each young woman to do the same!



FANCY ENTERTAINMENT

Debra Portee was born and raised in San Diego. 
She earned her Master’s of Science in Marriage, 
Family, and Child Counseling from the 
University of Phoenix in 2009.  She completed 8 
years of college, graduate, and post-graduate 
training as a psychotherapist.  She provides 
individual, family, and marital therapy to the 
community.  Her approach when working with 
clients is a deep devotion to providing the finest 
quality of counseling services in a nurturing 
setting.  She focuses on helping individuals who 
face challenges such as communication 
problems, depression, anxiety, addiction, 
infidelity, stress, anxiety, grief, loss, sexuality, 
relationship issues, and more.  Using insight and 
empathy she helps individuals, couples, and 
families to find resolution and healing through 
utilizing models such as solution-focused and 
structural family therapy.  Her therapy sessions 
are collaborative, respecting clients as the 
ultimate experts in how to actualize their 
ambitions.

Debra helps others with how he or she feels and 
think about themselves, others, and the world 
around them, how they behave in response to 
circumstances and social interactions.  Debra 
believes in improving the quality of life by 
helping people achieve their fitness/mental 
goal(s) while providing educational ways on how 
to become fit and cope with life.

Debra Portee 

The Teambreezy Organization at SDSU started 
with Alexis Groves who sought out three other 
huge and woke Chris Brown fans who attended 
the BET experience together and also went to 
Chris Brown’s house. It was officially established 
as an official organization then. There are four 
E-board members: Alexis Groves who is the 
President, Brenden Willis who is the Vice 
President, Kennedye Boyd who is executive 
director and Tim’mya Cook who is Public 
Relations chair. Together Teambreezy seeks to 
bring awareness to the community about Chris 
Brown and showcase our love for his music and 
artistry. We aim to expand beyond SDSU and 
create other Teambreezy organizations across 
different college campuses.

Teambreezy 



FANCY ENTERTAINMENT

My name is Carjanae Evans and I am 20 years 
old, born and raised in San Diego. I’m a singer, 
songwriter and poet. People always ask me when 
did you realize singing was your passion, I will 
always respond with “before I was born” Singing 
just flows through my body, it excites me. It’s a 
journey that constantly gives me strength and 
provides me with happiness from each 
performance. Being a singer, there are many 
things you learn to endure and one is patience.  
When you love something so much you want it 
right then and there. I struggled with that 
multiple times in my career, but keep having the 
drive and faith in God. You get out what you put 
in! For me, all the patience was worth it, because 
I’ve become a stronger singer and person in 
general. I’ve recorded an EP “Five Roses” and 
have just released a single called “Attention”. I 
have created, planned and successfully executed 
on two concerts. Next on my agenda is making 
music videos, releasing more songs, gaining 
more experience! You never know how much a 
song can change someone’s day, or life, and to 
know that I’m capable of that brings me so much 
joy. To be able to have a voice and encourage 
people to never give up on their dreams and 
know you’re a beautiful human being are simple 
things, but the simplest gestures show much 
love. I want to also encourage people to do just 
that, so it becomes a chain reaction that can’t be 
broken!

Carjanae Evans Alessandra Eck

Alessandra Eck U.S. Master Trainer will bring you 
the latest in fitness! Fit4Drums is a full-body 
workout while drumming to the beat! Fit4Drums is 
not the typical workout. Fit4Drums incorporate 
the use of dance and drumming to create a fun 
cardio workout that also strengthens your core! 
Fit4Drums has a serious fun factor in that it 
combines individual music preference with the 
history of drums and the science of fitness into an 
rigorous and highly effective format.
Suited for all ages!



2019 F.A.N.C.Y. VENDORS

ABC Youth Foundation
www.abcyouthfoundation.org

ArtReach San Diego
https://www.artreachsandiego.org/

Brown Suga Fashions
www.brownsugafashions.com

CARE Center
https://www.sdcda.org/office/care/index.html

City Heights 
Community Development Corporation

http://www.cityheightscdc.org/

City of San Diego Fire- Rescue Department
www.sandiego.gov/fire

Color Street
https://colorstreet.com/

Comadre Crafts
https://comadrecrafts.com/

County of San Diego 
Health & Human Services Agency
Public Health Services - Maternal, 
Child, and Family Health Services

www.sandiegocounty.gov/hhsa

Cuyamaca College
www.cuyamaca.edu

DEM Financial Services
http://demfinancial.com/

Eleanor's Place for Women
http://www.eleanorsplace.org/

Girls on the Run
www.gotrsd.org

Heartbeat Music Academy
www.facebook.com/heartbeatmusicacademy

Malcolm X Library
www.sandiego.gov/public-library/

locations/valencia-park-malcolm-x-library

Mary Kay Cosmetics
https://www.marykay.com/

NAACP Youth Council
www.sandiegonaacp.org

Ne-Ne's Collectibles Cards & Notions
https://www.facebook.com/Nenescollectibles/

Network for Women in Science
 - Scripps Research

www.scripps.edu/about/campus-
resources/working-at-scripps-research/

campus-interest-groups/nwis-ca/

Outdoor Outreach
http://www.outdooroutreach.org/

Paparazzi Accessories
https://paparazziaccessories.com/266005/

Planned Parenthood of the Pacific Southwest
https://www.plannedparenthood.org/

planned-parenthood-pacific-southwest

Project A.W.A.R.E.
https://www.projectaware.org/

San Diego Police Department
www.sandiego.gov/police/services

/units/juvenileservices

San Diego Police 
Department Recruiting Unit

www.sandiego.gov/police

San Ysidro Health Center
www.syhteenclinic.org

Sea World San Diego
www.seaworldparks.com

Sisu Academy
https://www.sisuacademy.org/

Sony
sds.playstation.com/the-studio.html

The Be Project/Epek Stories - 
teaming up w/Ashley Howell

andreaspaige@gmail.com 
 

The Microsoft Store
www.microsoft.com

UCSD Center for Healthy Eating and 
Activity Research (CHEAR)

http://chear.ucsd.edu/

Z-Ze By Jessica
jessicazariah@gmail.com 












